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oners imagine themselves as being royal personages
who have suffered by the revolution and go around
pleading for the restoration of the Czar. On the other
hand there are numerous patients who suffer from
delusions of persecution. They believe themselves to
be counter-revolutionists who are wanted by the
G. P. U., the Soviet secret service. The number of
"simulators," that is prisoners who feign insanity in
the hope of escaping legal responsibility for certain
serious crimes, is very small, only slightly more than
one-half of one per cent.
Eleven per cent of all patients at the Serbsky
Psychiatric Institute were found to be under 20 years
of age. Measured by the standards of other countries
this is a record breaking figure for mental disturb-
ances among the young. Medical authorities in the
Soviet Union account for it by the harrowing experi-
ences which the youth of Russia has gone through
since 1914. In addition to the World War and the
revolution they have lived through years of famine,
epidemics and civil war. At one time the Soviet was
attacked on thirteen fronts. Millions of homes were
broken up during this period and hordes of children
became pathetic wanderers over the face of the Soviet
empire.
The more frequent types of mental ailments treated
at the Serbsky institution, together with the percent-
age of patients supplied by each type, follow:
Psychopathic personalities, that is, persons of espe*